Claims 



1. A systemNfor performing service operations 
on a machine, comprising: 

a first computer based service tool ; 

a second computer based service tool ; 

a computer based! workbench having first and 
second application proxies and a binary network object 
with first and second interfaces, the first 
application proxy bein^ coupled to the first computer 
based service tool and the second application proxy 
being coupled to the seaond computer based service 
tool, wherein the first computer based service tool 
has access to service information in the second 
'computer based service toql through the computer based 
workbench . \ 

2. A system, as set mrth in claim 1, wherein 
the first computer based service tool provides 
diagnostic services for the machine. 

3. A system, as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
the machine is a mobile "work machine. 

4. A system, as set fortn in claim 1, wherein 
the binary network object uses tke Component Object 
Model , \ 

5. A system, as set forth iA claim 1, wherein 
the first and second application prcixies each comprise 
a constant portion coupled to the binary network 
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object and an application programming interface 
coupled to the constant portion. 

6. A systeVn, as set forth in claim 5, wherein 
data is communicat^ed by one of the service tools to an 
other of the servilce tools through the respective 
constant portions . 

7. A system,! as set forth in claim 6, wherein 
10 the first and second^ computer based service tools 

communicate using a \respective communication protocol 

8. A system, B^s set forth in claim 7, wherein 
the application programming interface of each of the 

15 first and second service tools is adapted to 

communicate using the ^respective communication 
protocol 



9. A system for g)erforming service operations 
20 on a machine, comprising 

a first computer ba^ed service tool ; 
a second computer based service tool; 
a computer based worWbench having first and 
second application proxies\and a binary network object 
25 with first and second interfaces, the first 

application proxy being counled to the first computer 
based service tool and the second application proxy 
being coupled to the second computer based service 
tool, wherein the first compuner based service tool 
30 has access to service information in the second 

computer based service tool thrbugh the computer based 
workbench, the computer based workbench includes a 
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graphical user \interf ace , the first and second 
computer based service tools being accessible through 
the graphical u^er interface. 

10. A system, as set forth in claim 9, wherein 
the graphical ■ user interface includes an application 
container and a launch pad, wherein the launch pad 
includes first and\ second buttons and wherein 
actuation of one ox the first and second buttons 
launches a respect i\ve one of the first and second 
service tools in the application container. 



11. A system for performing service operations 
on a machine, comprising: 

a computer based! diagnostic advisor; 

a computer based! service information system; 

a computer based Workbench having first and 
second application propcies and a binary network object 
with first and second interfaces/ the first 
application proxy being coupled to the computer based 
diagnostic advisor and the second application proxy 
being coupled to the computer based service 
information system, wherein the diagnostic advisor has 
access to service information in the service 
information system throug!^ the computer based 
workbench . 

12. A system, as set fWth in claim 11, 
including a computer based electronic technician and 
wherein the binary network object includes a third 
interface and the computer based, workbench includes a 
third application proxy, the thii^d application proxy 



being coupled to\ the computer based electronic 
technician. \ 

13. A system, as set forth in claim 11, 
including a computer based data view module and 
wherein the binary Inetwork object includes a fourth 
interface and the domputer based workbench includes a 
fourth application proxy, the fourth application proxy 
being coupled to the computer based data view module. 

14. A system, as set forth in claim 11, 
including a computer \based engine performance 
estimator and wherein! the binary network object 
includes a fifth interface and the computer based 
workbench includes a ftLfth application proxy, the 
fifth application proxv being coupled to the computer 
based engine performancp estimator. 

15. A system, as set forth in claim 11, 
including a computer based reports and feedback module 
and wherein the binary network object includes a sixth 
interface and the computer based workbench includes a 
sixth application proxy, the sixth application proxy 
being coupled to the compiiter based reports and 
feedback module. \ 

16. A method for sharing service information 
between first and second serWice tools, including the 
steps of : \ 

providing a binary netwoWk object having first 
and second interfaces; \ 

providing a first . application proxy coupled to 
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the first int^ferface; 

providingVa second application proxy coupled to 
the second interface; and, 

sharing service information between the first and 
second computer nased service tools through the first 
and second applicktion proxies and the first and 
second interfaces \ 

17. A method A as set forth in claim 16, wherein 
the first computer pased service tool provides 
diagnostic services \f or the machine. 

18. A method, ais set forth in claim 16, wherein 
the machine is a mobiJ^e work machine. 

19. A method, as feet forth in claim 16, wherein 
the binary network object uses the Component Object 
Model . \ 

20. A method, as set forth in claim 16, wherein 
the first and second applilcation proxies each comprise 
a constant portion coupled\to the binary network 
object and an application programming interface 
coupled to the constant port\ion, 

21. A method, as set forth in claim 20, 
including the step of communioa.t ing data by one of the 
service tools to an other of the service tools through 
the respective constant portions. 

22. A method, as set f orth claim 21, wherein 
the first and second computer based service tools 
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communicate using a respective communication protocol 



23. A method, as set forth in claim 22, wherein 
the application \DroQramminQ interface of each of the 
first and second\ service tools is adapted to 
communicate using the respective communication 
protocol . 




24. A method\ f or sharing service information 
10 between first and i^econd service tools , including the 

steps of : 

providing a bin)^ry network object having first 

and second interfaces 

providing a firsl\ application proxy coupled to 
15 the first interfaces- 
providing a second^ application proxy coupled to 

the second interfaces- 
sharing service information between the first and 

second computer based serVice tools through the first 
20 and second application proxies and the first and 

second interfaces; and, 

providing a graphical lisiser interface, the first 

and second computer based service tools being 

accessible through the graphical user interface, 

25 

25. A method, as set for^ih in claim 24, 
including the step of providingX the graphical user 
interface with an application container and a launch 
pad, wherein the launch pad incluues first and second 

30 buttons and wherein actuation of oVie of the first and 
second buttons launches a respective one of the first 
and second service tools in the application container. 
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26. A method for sharing service information 
between a computer based diagnostic advisor and a 
computer based \service information system, including 
the steps of: \ 

providing a binary network object having first 
and second interfaces; 

providing a\ first application proxy coupled to 
the first interface ; 

providing a \second application proxy coupled to 
the second interface; and, 

sharing servilpe information between the computer 
based diagnostic advisor and the computer based 
service information system through the first and 
second application proxies and the first and second 
interfaces . 



27. A computer \program product for sharing 
service information between a first computer based 
20 service tool and a second computer based service tool, 
including the steps ofV 

computer readable Vprogram code means for 
providing a binary network object having first and 
second interfaces ; 
25 computer readable prbgram code means for 

providing a first application proxy coupled to the 
first interface; 

computer readable progi^am code means for 
providing a second application proxy coupled to the 
30 second interface; and, 

computer readable program \code means, for sharing 
service information between theXfirst and second 
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computer based service tools through the first and 
second application proxies and the first and second 
interfaces . 
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